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OPINION 
fighting 
lo 
remember 


America’s longest 
war has us dazed 
and confused. 


BLAKE PINTO 


Contributing Writer 


f you are under the age 
of 28 and living in the 
United States, you have 
now spent at least half 
your life in a nation 

at war. 

Have you forgotten? It feels 
like many have. 

We seem lost, oblivious to 
what war we're in and who our 
enemies are. 

Most of us hold onto memo- 
ries of the tragedy in September 
some 14 years ago while we were 
still in elementary or middle 
school. 

Since Operation Enduring 
Freedom launched on Oct. 7, 
2001, followed by Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
New Dawn, 6,830 American 
men and women have lost their 
lives, and more than 52,000 
have been wounded in Iraq and 
Afghanistan as of Dec. 22, 2014, 
according to the Congressional 
Research Service. 

Although Dec. 15, 2011 
marked the official end of our 
conflict in Iraq, America’s 
troops are headed back - more 
than 3,000 of them — to help 
“train 5,000 new recruits each 
week,” for Iraq’s own security 
force after they were trampled 
during the quick rise of the 
Islamic State, according to the 
Washington Post in a January 
2015 article. President Obama 
authorized military airstrikes 
on the terrorist group in August 
2014, and America still has 
about 10,000 troops deployed in 
Afghanistan. 

Like a sadistic game of 
whack-a-mole, our biggest 
enemy is the unknown. 

“There is definitely always 
going to be someone out there ~ 
trying to get to us,” Jonathan 
Zarate, a first year aerospace 
engineer major, said. 

Zarate was five years old 
when Operation Iraqi Freedom 
began. 

A 14-year-long war thou- 
sands of miles from home has 
Americans feeling weary, weak- 
ening the extreme patriotism 
and resolve our nation once 
seemed to flaunt in the face of 
9/11. 

Our conflicts have become 


see FIGHT, page 6 
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UCI guard Jaron Martin drives past LBSU defenders Tyler Lamb, and Eric McKnight before the closing sec- 
onds of the first half on Saturday at the Walter Pyramid. Martin scored the winning basket to beat the Beach 
56-55, snapping LBSU’s winning streak of 10 home games won in the Walter Pyramid. 


END OF PERFECTION 


The LBSU men’s bas- 
ketball team lost its 
first home game of 
the season in devas- 
tating fashion. 


By OscAR TERRONES 
Sports Editor 


A last second game-winning layup 
by UC Irvine’s Jaron Martin sealed 
the Long Beach State men’s basketball 
team’s first home loss of the season in 
the Walter Pyramid Saturday night, 
56-55. 

A ferocious crowd wasn’t enough 
to carry the 49ers (13-12, 7-2) past the 


F at Tuesday lent 


Anteaters (14-9, 7-2) as. sophomore 
guard Martin took advantage of LB- 
SU’s disorganized defense. 

“[Martin] made a hell of a shot,” Ir- 
vine head coach Russell Turner said. 

With 10 seconds left, senior guard 
McKay LaSalle hit a three-pointer to 
give the 49ers a 55-54 lead. After an Ir- 
vine timeout, Martin caught the ball at 
midcourt, drove all the way to the rim 
and scored the game-winning layup 
with 1.7 seconds remaining. 

“We were soft on the last play,” head 
coach Dan Monson said. “We didn’t 
look organized. We seemed confused 
over who we had [on the court]. They 
made the play and deserved to win.” 

The 49ers got off to a dismal start in 
the first half, which reminded fans of 
their start against Hawaii on Jan. 31. 
Irvine came out more focused and pre- 


Long Beach an 
early fast-ival — 


A little more than a week before the Catho- 
lic season of Lent begins, Long Beach cel- 
ebrated life with a Mardi Gras parade at 


Shoreline Village. 


By PAIGE PELONIS 
Editor in Chief 


The gold, purple and green-streaked 
weekend at Shoreline Village in Long 
Beach set the scene for an annual cel- 


ebration of life that softens the blow of 
the upcoming Catholic season of fast- 
ing: Lent. 

The free community event wel- 
comed guests of all walks of life, and 
many attendees said they merely wan- 
dered into the fun by accident. 

The hues of Mardi Gras hit the 


tole 


pared, and showed off its impressive 
frontcourt depth. 

“[Irvine] came in here missing two 
of their best players,” head coach Dan 
Monson said. “They dictated the game 
for the majority of it. They came out 
and were the aggressor early. We're 
down 14 before we know what hap- 
pened.” 

The Anteaters were without sopho- 
more center Mamadou Ndiaye and ju- 
nior guard Alex Young, but did regain 
sophomore guard Luke Nelson, who 
missed the first matchup on Jan. 8. 
Ndiaye and Young are both out indefi- 
nitely with foot injuries, according to 
Irvine’s Sports Information Director 
Bob Olsen. 


see END, page 8 


Lots of beads 
... very beady, 
and walky, and 
windy. Well it 
wasn’t windy, 
but I wanted 

to get a three- 
rhyme gig go- 
ing on there. 
And I did. 


-Chris the Stilt-Man 99 


shores with a parade that kicked off at 
2 p.m. in front of the Aquarium of the 
Pacific. 

“[The parade] was very ‘walky, 
Chris the-stilt-man said from behind 
a gold mask with an elongated nose. 


>» 


see MARDI GRAS, page 5 


Suspension 
in West 
Coast ports 


Congressman Alan 

Lowenthal is “deep- 
ly discouraged” by 

the decision. 


By Amy PATTON 
News Editor 


The Pacific Maritime Asso- 
ciation suspended cargo load- 
ing in the Long Beach and Los 
Angeles ports over the week- 
end, according to International 
Longshore and Warehouse 
Union. 

“After three months of union 
slowdowns, it makes no sense to 
pay extra for less work,” PMA 
Spokesman Wade Gates said 
in a press release on Thursday. 
“Especially if there is no end 
in sight to the union’s actions, 
which needlessly brought West 
Coast ports to the brink of grid- 
lock.” 

According to the PMA press 
release, companies that are 
members of the PMA will no 
longer pay workers “premium 
pay for diminished productiv- 
ity.” 

Congressman Alan Lowen- 
thal released a statement in re- 
sponse to the PMA standstill 
on Thursday, saying that he is, 
“deeply discouraged” by the de- 
cision. 

“Discontinuing calls for labor 
over the weekend is not going to 
make the situation at any facil- 
ity better,’ Lowenthal said. “It 
also is not going to improve the 

_ atmosphere at the negotiating 
table.” 

_ Congressman Ted Lieu also 
issued a statement on Satur- 
day, stating that the shutdown 
will not resolve any contract 
disagreements or harm ILWU 
workers, businesses, consumers 
and the local economy. 

“PMA’s shutdown action is 
especially | counterproductive 
when the parties seem close to 
resolving the remaining issues 
between them,” Lieu said in 
the statement. “I condemn the 
weekend lockout and urge PMA 
to focus their efforts at resolving 
this impasse at the negotiating 
table, rather than hurting busi- 
nesses, consumers and working 
families.” 

Accompanying the an- 
nouncement to shut down the 
ports this weekend, PMA Presi- 
dent and CEO James McKenna 
released a video supporting the 
association’s decision. 

“PMA has concluded that the 
latest offer is as far as we can go 
at this point,” McKenna said in 
the video. “Now the PMA must 
decide how long we are going to 
pay long shore workers to work 
slowly. .These slowdowns are 


see SUSPENSION, page 3 
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Students are AD-vised 


The multiple brands 
throughout campus 
are managed under 
different groups in 
their respected facili- 
ties. 


By MICHELLE VAZQUEZ 
Contributing Writer 


The United States spent around $176 
billion dollars on advertisements in 
2014, and consumers are estimated to 
view an average of 247 advertisements 
daily, according to statistica.com. 

Budweiser cutouts can be seen in 
the Nugget Pub and Grill Toyota fre- 
quents Week of Welcome each semes- 
ter and athletic fields on campus are 


surrounded by billboards. 

The University Student Union, 
the Forty-Niner Shops and the Long 
Beach State Department of Athletics 
on campus are the three main entities 
in charge of deciding which compa- 
nies advertise on campus. 

Kierstin Stickney, the director of 
marketing and communications at the 
Forty-Niner Shops, said when choos- 
ing which brands will be sold in the 
university bookstore, buyers attend 
tradeshows and decide from there to 
whom they will permit advertisement 
and sale space. ; 

“Many of the brands we sell in the 
store are companies that we have had 
relationships with for a long time and 
do well with our customer base,” Stick- 
ney said. 

Forty-Niner Shops runs other loca- 
tions such as the Nugget Pub and Grill, 
the Beachwalk Café in the University 
Dining Plaza, Starbucks in the Uni- 
versity library and concessions in the 


Walter Pyramid. 

Headed by Associated Student Inc., 
the University Student Union delegates 
which companies are represented in- 
side the building. Iraida Venegas, the 
associate director for commercial busi- 
ness operations for the USU, said that 
if a vendor has interest to be in the 
building, the USU would send a re- 
quest for proposal, an RSP. 

“The RSP will have different infor- 
mation,” Venegas said. “It will have 
requirements [from the university], 
what the school is looking for and 
deadlines.” 

The Service Committee, a ‘subcom- 
mittee of the USU Board of Trustees, 
will oversee proposals. After more 
paperwork and viewing presentations 
from possible vendors, the service 
committee will make recommenda- 
tions to the BOT, who will then final- 
ize the decision. 

Tony Soares, the general manager at 
Beach Sports Properties, works to sell 


the resources of the CSULB athletics 
department, such as stadium signage. 
He said he works with potential brands 
to see if there is an agreement in terms 
of sponsoring or partnering up with 
the LB athletics department. 

“We contact them, set up a meet- 
ing and see if there is interest in 
partnering with the Athletic Depart- 
ment,” Soares said. “We use our com- 
mon sense when approaching poten- 
tial sponsors.” 

Other official partners of the de- 
partment are Legends Sports Bar, Chi- 
potle and LuxBus America. 

According to a LuxBus testimonial 
on the LBSU website, Matt Brown, 
president of LuxBus America, said 
working with LBSU has been like “a 
partnership.” 

“The level of commitment by the 
Athletic Department to provide op- 
portunity for new business and reve- 
nue opportunities has helped [LuxBus 
grow], Brown said. 


Kicking a bad habit 


The Beach Recovery 
and ATOD programs 
provide students with 
information about 
drug addiction, while 
assisting students in 
their road to recovery. 


By MICHAEL MENDOZA 
Contributing Writer 


Despite being a dry campus, includ- 
ing a zero tolerance policy for alcohol 
in campus residency, a Parkside resi- 
dent wound up in Long Beach Com- 
munity Hospital early this semester for 
alcohol poisoning. 

According to the university housing 
rules and regulations, all residents are 
banned from possession and consump- 
tion of alcohol in the dorms. First-time 


offenders must attend a mandatory 
Alcohol, Tobacco and other Drugs 
education workshop. 

ATOD, in support of Beach Recov- 
ery, intends to inform students about 
the hazards of drug use, while guiding 
students to a life of sobriety. 

“Zanax would be one of the ones 
that we see more, where students 
would be using that in combination 
and sometimes in combination with 
alcohol,” Health Education Coun- 
selor Linda Pefia said. “More of the 
students that we see will be those that 
[live on campus] because they’re here 
24 hours.” 

According to the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Admin- 
istration, in 2013, 15 percent of the 
American population aged 12 and 
older had drug dependence. People 
aged 18 through 25, the age range 
of most college students, comprised 
seven percent of those dependent on 
drugs. 

Pefia said one of the main factors she 
identifies for drug use among students 


on campus is the inability to cope with 
the pressures of life. 

“Students who are coming because 
they really do want to, come because 
they are in a lot of pain,” Peja said. 
“Their life just isn’t working for them. 
They're really suffering, either they’ve 
had to drop classes, they’ve got bad 
relationships, things are just not going 
well.” 

Pefia said that the most common 
case she deals with in drug counseling 
is prescription drug use. 

Heather Mazzei, a graduate student 
in social work, is a member of the lead- 
ership team for Beach Recovery. Out- 
side of class, Mazzei said she is busy 
coordinating events and setting agen- 
das for Beach Recovery. 

“Students in recovery from addic- 
tion are people that suffer from shame 
and get pushed outside,” Mazzei said. 
“As a person in recovery myself, I 
didn’t find any resources or support 
when I was in undergrad, so I didn’t 
want that to perpetuate.” 

Pefia said that the admiration of 


drugs among college students on cam- 
pus might also be attributed to the pro- 
motion of drugs at parties, hosted by 
student organizations such as fraterni- 
ties or sorority groups. Students that 
are avid drug users and are involved in 
these organizations often take pride in 
being able to binge. 

“There are going to be certain groups 
or individuals who really look at [drug 
use] as being something that they can 


‘brag about,” Pefia said. “It might in- 


dicate that they’re more of a man. For 
women, it might be something that is, 
maybe the organization that they’re 
with,” Pefia said. 

ATOD and Beach Recovery offer 
support groups and regular meet- 
ings for students struggling with sub- 
stance abuse and addiction. Beach 
Recovery puts out a monthly e-news- 
letter providing information on their 
upcoming events through the CSULB 
website. 

ATOD hosts open recovery meet- 
ings every Tuesday and Alcohol Anon- 
ymous meetings every Wednesday. 


Standoff continues on Homeland Security; Led Cruz 
denies he’s to blame 


WASHINGTON -— Sen. Ted Cruz, 
R-Texas, rejected blame for an impasse 
in Congress that threatens to cut off 
funds for the Department of Home- 
land Security, saying Sunday that it 
was up to House and Senate leaders to 
chart a path. 

“This was not my plan. This was 
leadership’s plan,” Cruz said on ABC’s 
“This Week,” referring to the stalled 
legislation that would fund the depart- 
ment while attempting to undo Presi- 
dent Barack Obama’s recent immigra- 
tion programs. 

In December, “I said this plan 
doesn’t make sense,” Cruz said. “It 
gives away all our leverage, and it’s a 
plan that is designed to fail. So, I would 
ask leadership, this is their plan they 
designed. Let’s see what their next step 
is. 

Cruz’s comments on a pair of Sun- 
day news shows extended a round of 
Republican finger-pointing over who 
is responsible for the showdown over 
the department’s budget and Obama’s 
immigration policies. Homeland Se- 
curity funds are set to run out Feb. 28. 

The showdown began in Novem- 
ber, when conservative lawmakers 
demanded legislative retaliation for 


Obama’s executive action deferring 
deportation for up to 5 million people 
living in the U.S. illegally. Republican 
leaders sought unsuccessfully to win 
support for a plan to fund all govern- 
ment departments through the end of 
the government’s fiscal year. The two 
Republican factions agreed on a com- 
promise that provided money for most 
of the government for the full year, but 
funded Homeland Security for just 
three months. 

The idea of the compromise was that 
the GOP would have leverage to fight 
Obama anew this year. But so far, that 
plan has not worked. 

In January the House passed a bill 
to fund the department and included 
amendments that would undo not only 
the actions Obama announced last fall, 
but a 2012 initiative that allowed more 
than half a million young immigrants 
brought to the U.S. as children to tem- 
porarily remain in the U.S. Some Re- 
publicans in both the House and Sen- 
ate argued that measure went too far. 

Senate Democrats have blocked 
multiple attempts by Senate Major- 
ity Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., to 
open debate on the proposal, reflecting 
the limits of the conservative strategy. 


Many in Washington call Cruz the 
instigator of the conservative plan. 
As Speaker John A. Boehner, R-Ohio, 
urged the Senate to approve the House- 
passed bill, for example, he took the 
rare step of singling out Cruz as need- 
ing to do more to get the measure ap- 
proved. 

But the Texas senator sought to dis- 
avow the plan Sunday. Efforts to label 
him as the plan’s author were a “talk- 
ing point for people who want to shift 
blame,” he said. 

On CNN’s “State of the Union,” 
Cruz also sought to turn attention to 
Democrats, saying they were “holding 
national security hostage for partisan 
political objectives.” 

“T’ve been willing to ... take on my 
own party when my own party is not 
standing for the principles we're sup- 
posed to stand for. It is time to see 
some Senate Democrats willing to take 
on their own president, but right now 
they’re putting partisan politics ahead 
of principle and that’s why they’re fili- 
bustering the funding for Homeland 
Security,” he said. 

Homeland Security Secretary Jeh 
Johnson, in a separate interview on 
CNN, said the long-running uncer- 


tainty over his department’s budget 
has limited its ability to fulfill its mis- 
sion. 

If the funding runs out, most bor- 
der security and transportation se- 
curity officials would be required to 
work without pay. The department also 
would need to furlough 80 percent of 
the workforce for the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency, Johnson 
warned. 

“This is not a situation to make 
light of,” he said. “In these challeng- 
ing times, we need a fully funded De- 
partment of Homeland Security right 
now.” 

Democrats have echoed Johnson’s 
call for a so-called clean funding bill 
_ one that would provide the money 
without any immigration provisions. 
Congress is scheduled to be in session 
for just two weeks before the deadline. 

Asked Thursday if he knew what the 
Senate’s endgame was on the measure, 
Boehner bluntly replied: “No.” 

“Listen, he’s got a tough job,” 
Boehner said, referring to McConnell. 
“God bless him and good luck.” 


—Michael A. Memoli, 
Tribune Washington Bureau. 


‘Tech firms back 
California bill to 
limit warrantless 
searches of 
phones, laptops 


Tech firms including Facebook, 
Google, Mozilla and Twitter are 
supporting new legislation to pro- 
tect Californians against warrant- 
less government searches of their 
smartphones and laptops for private 
emails, text messages and GPS data. 

State Sen. Mark Leno, a Democrat, 
is proposing the California Electron- 
ic Communications Privacy Act to 
require that law enforcement officers 
obtain a warrant before accessing a 
person’s digital information, includ- 
ing emails and other data stored off 
the smartphone on remote servers or 
cloud services. 

“When it comes to digital privacy 
protections, California is in the Dark 
Ages,” Leno said in a statement. “The 
personal files in your desk drawer 
at home cannot be seized -without 
warrant, but the digital files on your 
smartphone and tablet, no matter 
how sensitive, do not have the same 
protection.” 

A similar but narrower bill by Leno 
regarding cellphones during arrests 
was vetoed by Gov. Jerry Brown in 
2013 because it would have required 
law enforcement to notify people 
whose data was searched shortly af- 
terward. 

In his veto message, Brown said 
federal law requires a search warrant, 
subpoena or court order to access in- 
formation and in the vast majority of 
cases, law enforcement agencies ob- 
tain a warrant. 

“The bill, however, imposes new 
notice requirements that go beyond 
those required by federal law and 
could impede ongoing criminal in- 
vestigations,” Brown wrote of the 
2013 bill. “I do not think that is wise.” 

Leno said the new bill seeks to 
strike a balance between safeguard- 
ing Californians’ privacy right and 
the need of law enforcement to use 
technology to solve crimes. 

The new bill contains a broad ex- 
ception to the notice requirements 
in instances where notifying the af- 
fected person would impede an ongo- 
ing law enforcement investigation or 
result in any “adverse result.” 

The 2013 measure, which was ap- 
proved by both houses of the Legis- 
lature, was opposed by the Califor- 
nia District Attorneys Association., 
which objected that it would have 
created “an unnecessary and duplica- 
tive state requirement.” 

A representative of the association 
said it would review the bill once it 
is available to determine whether to 
take a position. 

Supporters of the measure, in- 
cluding Hanni Fakhoury, a senior 
attorney for the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, said Leno’s bill goes be- 
yond federal law to apply to metadata, 
location information from GPS func- 
tions, and data stored electronically 
beyond 180 days. 

Leno said he thinks the new bill 
will do better with the governor be- 
cause it has strong support from the 
tech industry, comes after major data 
breaches involving the National Se- 
curity Agency and other organiza- 
tions, and follows the lead of several 
other states that have since adopted 
privacy laws. 

Leno that similar laws protecting 
digital communications already ex- 
ist in five states. Nine states have laws 
protecting location information from 
GPS devices. 


—Patrick Mcgreevy, 
Los Angeles Times 
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Sophomore business management major, Patrick Gustafson, pours plastic bottles into the recycling dumpster at 


the ASI Recycling Center on Sunday. 


Reduce, reuse, redemption 


A CSULB employee 
said he found his 
passion in recycling 
while homeless. 


By ROBERT GUERRERO 
Contributing Writer 


. The. assistant manager at the Associ- 
ated Student Inc. Recycling Center, Eric 
Bryan, said he lives life following one 
simple motto: recycle or die. n 

Bryan and Lee Johnson, the recy- 
cling coordinator at the ASI Recycling 
Center, said they believe that recycling 
is essential for a greener planet. 

“In general, recycling saves resourc- 
es, uses less energy and eliminates the 
need to landfill the recyclable materi- 
als,” Johnson said. 

Bryan is a senior journalism student 
at California State University, Long 
Beach. Working full time at the recy- 
cling center makes it difficult for Bryan 
to be a full time student, so he said he 
usually takes the classes that he can get. 

“I have been chasing six units for 
about four years, but I would hesitate 


to call myself a student at this point,” 
Bryan said. “It feels more like filing pa- 
perwork.” 

Bryan’s passion for recycling came 
later in life when he met his fiancée 
at school. His fiancée is from a family 
of avid recyclers, and they introduced 
Bryan to the world of recycling when he 
and his fiancée got engaged. 

Bryan became homeless shortly af- 
ter meeting his fiancée, but he started 
working at the ASI Recycling center 
part-time to earn some money. He said 
he would try to pick up as much hours 
as he could to get back on his feet. 

“Lee needed someone to fill in an ex- 
tra eight hours each week over the sum- 
mer and I needed the money,” Bryan 
said. “It is good work, it is hard work, 
but I think our ultimate goal is worth 
the time and effort.” 

Bryan said the ultimate goal for the 
ASI Recycling Center is keeping recy- 
clables out of landfills and incinerators. 
Bryan said that recycling is the cleanest 
and most efficient alternative because 
no matter how hot incinerators get, 
the plastics and aluminum have to go 
somewhere. 

The recycling center also aims to 
provide friendly and simple service to 


anyone who enters, which Bryan said he 
believes is what sets ASI apart from the 
rest of the competitors. 

Jacob Harr, a junior studying aero- 
space engineering and one of Bryan’s 
employees, said he acknowledges the 
hard work that Bryan does for the recy- 
cling center and his subordinates. 

“He is a great boss,” Harr said. 
“He always knows what is going on 
and gives us room so he is not always 
jumping at our throats, so we can ac- 
tually get work done without being 
attacked.” 

According to Harr, a regular day for 
Bryan starts off in the morning when he 
gets all the money and paper work, and 
he gives his subordinates their tasks to 
complete. On a busy day when there is 
less manpower, Bryan jumps in to help 
out too. 

Bryan said he has one simple mes- 
sage for all CSULB students: don’t 
throw recyclables in the trash. 

“Whenever you make a mistake with 
recycling your garbage, someone here 
or someone at a project planting facili- 
ties management has to dig it out,” Bry- 
an said. “So do not be a pile of garbage 
and look before you throw something 
away.” 


Zuckerberg, wife donate $75 


million to SF hospital 


SAN FRANCISCO 
founder and Chief Executive Mark 
Zuckerberg and his wife, Dr. Priscilla 
Chan, are donating $75 million to 
San Francisco General Hospital and 
Trauma Center in what officials say 
appears to be the largest single gift 
from a private donor to a county-run 
public hospital. 

The facility, run by the San Fran- 
cisco Department of Public Health, 
serves the city’s poorest residents. It 
also provides San Francisco’s only 
psychiatric emergency room and 
level-one trauma center, caring for 
airplane crash and gunshot wound 
victims, among others. 

It is staffed by University of Cali- 
fornia, San Francisco clinical faculty 
and serves as a training ground for 
its medical students. Chan, who did 
her medical residency there, said in a 
statement that she knows “firsthand 
the vital health care and trauma ser- 
vices the hospital provides to anyone 
who lives, works or travels through 
San Francisco.” 

Neither Zuckerberg nor Chan was 
present at a news conference Friday 
held at the hospital to announce the 
gift. 

A new, expanded hospital under 
construction on the Mission District 
facility's grounds is scheduled to open 
in December thanks to an $887-mil- 
lion, voter-approved bond. But far 
more had to be raised to finance its 


— Facebook 


inner workings, including state-of- 
the-art equipment for an expanded 
emergency room, two additional trau 
ma rooms and three more operating 
rooms, hospital Chief Executive Sue 
Currin said at the news conference. 

An elated San Francisco Mayor Ed 
Lee called the hospital “a great equal 
izer,” providing top-quality care to all, 
and stressed that the hefty sums re- 
quired were beyond the city’s abilities. 
“We needed the private sector.” 

The process has now begun to re- 
name the new facility the Priscilla 
and Mark Zuckerberg San Francisco 
General Hospital and Trauma Center, 
said Amanda Heier, chief executive of 
the San Francisco General Hospital 
Foundation. 

The gift is the latest in a series of 
large philanthropic donations from 
wealthy tech sector executives. Their 
companies have transformed the 
city in recent years, with a flood of 
workers who have sent housing costs 
soaring. 

Lee, who has welcomed tech com- 
panies to the city as job creators, 
has made the push for private phi- 
lanthropy a cornerstone of his ad- 
ministration. He recently unveiled 
intentions to prod tech sector lead- 
ers to donate funds to help solve the 
housing crisis and has welcomed 
private infusions for 
—Lee Romney, 

Los Angeles Times 
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having the same result as a work- 
ers’ strike, except the workers are 
still getting a paycheck.” 

McKenna said in the video that 
original contract agreements be- 
tween ILWU and PMA stated work- 
ers be paid $147 thousand annually, 
included fully paid healthcare. PMA 
has since offered to raise wages to 
over $160 thousand annually and 
guarantees 40 hours a week for each 
worker. 

The Southern California ports 
hosts 9 million jobs and $2 trillion 
jobs annually, McKenna said in the 
video. He also said that the ports are 
responsible for 12 percent of the Unit- 


ed States’ gross domestic product. 

Senator Isadore Hall released a 
statement on Friday, saying that she 
is “extremely concerned and disap- 
pointed” in PMA’s decision. 

“The PMA has entered into a 
very dangerous and unnecessary 
game,” Hall said. “California’s and 
the United States’ economic security 
is no game - it is central to our na- 
tional security and to the economic 
wellbeing of nations and continents 
throughout the world.” 

PMA announced that the sus- 
pension would last from 5 p.m. on 
Friday until 8 a.m. on Monday. The 
ILWU statement indicated that only 
dock and military work, perishables 
and cruise ships were permitted to 
continue working out of West Coast 
docks. 
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The Belmont Shore 
Chocolate Festival 
brought the local 
community together 
on Saturday. 


By Amy PATTON 
News Editor 


Complimenting her chocolate, cup- 
cake-charm necklace, Lisa Ramelow 
themed her wardrobe with a frosting- 
pink blouse and cocoa-brown boots in 
celebration of Belmont Shore’s eleventh 
annual chocolate festival. 

Twenty businesses invited the Long 
Beach populous to purchase pink ticket- 
vouchers to “spend” on self-indulgent 
samples along Second Street on Saturday. 

As the owner of La Strada, anw 
Italian restaurant in Belmont Shore, 
Ramelow advised all of her pink-and- 
brown-clad staff to follow suit as they 
passed out mousses and gelatos to eager 
street-side customers. 

“’m definitely a chocolate lover,” Ra- 
melow said. “I’ve eaten so much choco- 
late today. I’m so full!” 

La Strada has been in business for 
21 years and has participated in the 
chocolate festival consecutively since 
its inception to the community in 2004. 
Ramelow said she is also a member of 
the Belmont Shore Business Associa- 
tion and that she likes planning events 
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with the community in mind. 

“It’s just something to bring all the 
neighbors together and celebrate what 
a beautiful community we have and 
what a great location we are in,” Ra- 
melow said. “It’s just wonderful.” 

Chocolate festival virgin and Bel- 
mont Shore newbie, a novelty ice 
cream shop called Creamistry ex- 
perienced a boost in new customers 
and spectators observing its scientific 
chocolaty goodness. 

“A lot of people are always looking 
for something to do on the weekends,” 
Creamistry owner and manager Na- 
gla Ameerally said. “People always 
want to participate and go where the 
action is.” 

Ameerally said that business is not 
as booming due to weather shifts, but 
that the weekend’s festivities helped 
bolster interest. 

“People are coming in for the first 
time and trying our ice cream and 
loving it,” Ameerally said. “We love 
being here in Belmont Shore, so any 
time there’s anything going on, we 
want to be a part of it.” 

Long Beach local Smeeta Maharaj 
said she loves that Belmont Shore of- 
fers weekend community events. 

“[The festival is] something cool, 
something nice to do on a Saturday,” 


ticket-holding sweet treat eaters as well. 
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ASHLIE Bosner | DaILy 49ER 
La Strada offers chocolate gelatos with a raspberry center in Belmont Shores on Saturday. 


ing ‘it doesn’t look like I’m going back _ structed date with Wade. 


* Maharaj said. “I like that you get a 


chance to taste what’s on Second St. 
without fully committing.” 

Getting involved in a low-commit- 
ment relationship with the eateries of 
Belmont Shore reignited with other 


“People get to sample things they’ve 
never done before,” chocolate connois- 
seur and Carson resident Daniel Wade 
said. “It’s good because you don’t end 
up sitting down at a restaurant and say- 


here again. 

Ariana Berridge, a Long Beach lo- 
cal, said she was very impressed with 
the Belmont Shore event planners, re- 
purposing the festival as a cacao-con- 


“This event is one of [the city’s] jew- 
els. [Whoever created the event] has the 
right idea for the community,” Berridge 
said. “I think other cities could learn 
from Long Beach.” ; 


SEORS<'S 
GREEK CAFE. 


“A little piece of Greece” 


Now Open! 


Monday-Thursday 10am-7pm 
Friday 10am-2pm 
Saturday-Sunday closed 


Featured Items: 
Gyro $8.95 


Shaved beef and lamb Cooked on 
a spit with tzantziki, fresh tomato, 
red onion, and cucumbers 

wrapped in.a pita. 


Traditional Greek Salad 


$4.95(sm) $7.95(Ig) 

Fresh mixed greens, tomato, red 
onion, kalamata olives, cucumiber, 
feta cheese, bell pepper tossed iim our 
homemade traditional Greek salad. 


Veggie Burger $8.25 
Hummus, tomato, red onions, andi 
mixed greens om a tum. 


J.C. Chandor’s “A Most Violent Year” lacks tempo and disap- 
points gangster-movie lovers. 


By MADISON D’ORNELLAS 
Assistant News Editor 


Director: J.C. Chandor 
Starring: Oscar Isaac, Jessica 
Chastain, David Oyelowo 
Run Time: lhr. 50min 


KKK KK 


“A Most Violent Year” takes an ambitious step 
back in time to when guns solved everything. 

Directed by J.C. Candor and released on Fri- 
day with A24 Studios, “A Most Violent Year” 
has every tool to obtain mob-movie greatness: 
blood, a mischievous, beautiful wife, tax fraud 
and drawn-out pauses in between far-fetched 
monologues. 

Unfortunately, the film struggles with an at- 
tempt to be a classic gangster movie. 

Progressing oil tycoon Abel Morales, played 
by Golden Globe nominee Oscar Isaac, begins a 
string of bad luck in 1981 when he is told another 
one of his truck drivers was assaulted during an 
oil delivery. 

Unwilling to solve the ongoing problem by arm- 
ing his drivers with handguns, Morales puts his en- 
ergy towards landing a deal on a new oil terminal 
that would give him better access to the East River. 

As soon as he puts down the deposit for the 
lot, Abel is met with federal charges against his 
business by Assistant District Attorney Lawrence, 
played by Golden Globe nominee David Oyelowo. 

The audience is then left to impatiently wait for 
an upside to Abel’s downward spiral. 

With all of its twists and turns, the film lacks 
momentum. 

Oscar Isaac’s lackluster performance is a sad 
excuse as a main role cast. His dead eyes could 


compete for a spot in Hollywood’s hall of bland 
acting alongside Tobey Maguire’s portrayal of 
Spiderman and Keanu Reeves in just about every 
film he’s been in. 

The film runs just under two hours. The unnec- 
essary amount of lengthy gun-and-blood scenes 
drags on as eyes roll into’ sleep mode and iPhones 
drop to the sticky theater floor. nite 

In one scene, Abel and his wife Anna, played by 
Academy Award nominee Jessica Chastain, are in 
their kitchen screaming at each other, and in the 
next scene, the’shot slowly slides to show Abel in 
an empty parking lot waiting for another lawyer 
to tell him even more bad news. 

Chastain saves Isaac’s performance with 
her supportive role. Early on in “A Most Vio- 
lent Year,” the audience can clearly tell which 
spouse has more backbone than the other when 
they see Anna pull out a handgun to shoot a dy- 


-ing deer on the side of a road; Chastain stun- 


ningly nails the part of tough wife and sneaky 
business partner. 

Supporting actors Albert Brooks, who plays 
Abel’s right hand man and attorney, and Acad- 
emy Award winner Catalina Sandino Marino do 
nothing special to heighten the film’s reliability. 

Visually, “A Most Violent Year” is beautiful. 
Cinematographer Bradford Young, who has won 
two cinematography. awards at the Sundance 
Film Festival in 2011 and 2013, uses light to ma- 
nipulate the entire melancholy, dark tone of the 
film. : 

Produced by lead singer and songwriter Al- 


bert Ebert of folk band Edward Sharpe and the - 


Magnetic Zeros, the music does little to keep any. 
tempo throughout the film. 

“A Most Violent Year” had great potential to 
be a riveting crime drama that would have cut 
through the ridiculous amount of biopic releases 
this year. 

But its lack of suspense, its weak lead charac- 
ter and the boring script will push “A Most Vio- 
lent Year” into the back corners of the audience’s 
memory. 
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“Lots of beads ... very.beady, and 
walky, and windy. Well it wasn’t 
windy, but I wanted to get a three- 
rhyme gig going on there. And I 
did.” 

Chris and his stilt-walking part- 
ner Amy, clad in a yellow-feathered 
boa, looked down upon the. scene 
of Long Beach nativés mixed with 
out-of-towners all afternoon. As for 
their attire, the stilt-walkers said 
they simply aimed for a silly look - 
the colors were not necessarily sig- 
nificant to them. 

“This is actually the first year 
that Long Beach is doing a two-day 
event,” Logan Crow, Executive Di- 
rector and Screenings and Events 
Programmer at Long Beach Cin- 
ematheque, said, considering Sat- 
urday as the main event. “We had 
the parade at two o'clock [and] we 
honored our king and queen, Mayor 
Robert Garcia and Vice Mayor Suja 
Lowenthal.” 

The afternoon may have been 
filled with the three prominent 
Mardi Gras shades; but‘a number of 
participants hadenext to no under- 
standing of the colors> significance. 
For many, the green, yellow and 
purple simply helped to channel the 
spirit of the day. 

Crow said that, although he was 
sure that there is a formal explana- 
tion for the traditional colors that 
are worn during Mardi Gras, he 
didn’t know it. 

Green, which was not one of the 
original Mardi Gras colors, repre- 
sents the elements of faith that are 


tied into the spirit of the day, ac- 

cording to the official Mardi Gras 

New Orleans website. Gold repre- 

sents power, and purple dominates 

the season in representation of 
justice. 

The French phrase, “mardi gras,” 
translates to literally mean “fat 
Tuesday,” which many Catholics 
know to be a day of binging and in- 
dulging in activities that they will 
abstain from when Lent begins. 

Lent is the Catholic season of sac- 
rifice that precedes the celebration 
of Easter. Catholic tradition dictates 
that willing participants make a sac- 
rifice of some sort by giving some- 
thing up in the weeks before Easter 
Sunday. 

Fat Tuesday, or Mardi Gras, falls 
on the Tuesday before Ash Wednes- 
day, which is typically a day of fast- 
ing that opens the Lenten season for 
Catholics. This year, Fat Tuesday 
will be on Feb. 17. 

A little over a week before the 
calendar-marked Fat Tuesday, the 
Long Beach Mardi Gras parade led 
the festivities to the musical hub of 
the event where the five-piece musi- 
cal group, the Zydeco Mudbugs, had 
the audience clapping, laughing and 
free-styling on the dance floor. 

Cheryl and Peter from Orange 
County were the couple to watch 
for on the floor. What looked like a 
rehearsed routine turned out to be 
free-style swing dancing for them. 

“I don’t think we talk too much 
when we dance,” Cheryl said. “Un- 
less we make a mistake, and then we 
laugh at what we did.” 

They described themselves as 
“zydeco groupies,” and said they 
just go wherever the zydeco is. 


“Tf it’s here, then we come here; if 
it’s somewhere else, that’s where we 
go,” Cheryl laughed. 

Mingling with newcomers lined 
along the dance area’s entrance, 
Beth and Jeff wore masquerade-style 
face masks and explained that they 
weren't sure if the colors they wore 
meant anything significant. 

“I don’t know if the colors mean 
anything specific, but the style is 
carnival,” Beth said. Her entire cos- 
tume was gold, from her feathered 
headdress to the end of her floor- 
length gown. 

Jeff said their costumes had a hid- 
den role behind representing roy- 
alty, 

“I wanted to make’ sure that I 
made [Beth] look good,” he joked. 
“So whatever I’m wearing, compli- 
ments her.” 

The event marked the sixth year 
in a row that Shoreline Village 
hosted the Long Beach Mardi Gras 
Parade and Festival. This was the 
second year that Jeff and Beth have 
been a part of the festivities. 

“We're ultimately celebrating life 
in excess,” Jeff explained. 


Beth, in character after the Mardi 
Gras Parade on Saturday, is all 
smiles. This was her second year | 
working with the Long Beach 
community event. 


Paice PELonis | DAiLy 49ER 


WP 


NOW HIRING! 


The Daily 49er is accepting applications for the position of 
Executive Video Producer, a paid position. If interested, send 
your resume and a sample of your work to: 
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standard and mundane, leaving 
a false sense of entitlement to the 
many luxuries that exist in America 
and letting a generation grow up 
thinking war is just part of Ameri- 
can life. It’s out of sight, so it’s out of 
their minds. 

“Many Americans have a very 
sophomoric view of our role in world 
politics and world economy,” said 
Len Wruk, a NATO communica- 
tions senior enlisted advisor, who is 
stationed at Camp Integrity in Ka- 
bul, Afghanistan. “It all comes down 
to our national security, standard 
of living and quality of life - which 
most Americans take for granted.” 

The people with mothers, fathers, 
daughters, sons, husbands and 
Wives overseas cannot afford peace 
of mind. They are forever worry- 
ing that they may have already seen 
their loved one for the last time. 
Multiple deployments of friends 
or family members are routine 
for some Americans. There have 
been more than 2.5 million service 
members deployed to the war since 
2001, according to Costs of War, a 
website that keeps track of statistical 
information and war stories. 

Americans must restore their 
focus and remember that it may be 
decade-old news, but your brothers 
and sisters are still fighting. They’re 
over there, even if you're not entirely 
clear on why. 

“The reality is that as long as 
America is the leader of the free 
world, we will always be directly 
involved in conflicts overseas, either 
financially, politically or militarily,” 
Wruk said. 

Our generation must not let its 
attention fade at this critical point in 
time. Remember, war is still happen- 
ing. When you're sitting in class, out 
at the bar or tucked into bed, Ameri- 
can soldiers continue to fight. 

People sometimes refer to the 
Korean Conflict as the “Forgotten 
War.” It is our duty to never forget 
another. 


Blake Pinto is a junior majoring in 
journalism. 
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Are you 


addicted to 
Netflix? 


LUNA REDCLAY 


Contributing Writer 


atching unlimited, 

non-stop amounts 

of Netflix only 

costs $7.99 per 

month, so it’s no 
wonder that more and more people are 
becoming addicted. 

“Members can watch as much as they 
want, anytime, anywhere, on nearly any 
Internet-connected screen,” Netflix says 
on its website. “Members can play, pause 
and resume watching, all without com- 
mercials or commitments.” 

This can be a dangerous offer for 
some people. 

According to a survey conducted 
by Netflix in late November 2013, out 
of 3,078 adults aged 18 and older, 61 
percent binge watch regularly. Also, 
73 percent of those polled reported 
that they felt no remorse for their 
binging. 

Now, I’m not putting down Netlfix 
because I, too, am guilty of watching 
back-to-back episodes of “New Girl,” - 
mostly because I wish Winston, Nick 
and Schmidt were actually my hilari- 
ous roommates — but here are some red 
flags to let you know that your Netflix 
addiction is getting out of hand: 


Here are some red flags to let 
you know if you have a problem. 


1. You lie to your friends. 

It’s Friday night, and your friend in- 
vites you to go to a concert to see that 
super cool band you've wanted to see. 
If you're over 21, perhaps the invitation 
is to go out bar hopping. Either way, 
you lie to your friend and tell them 
that you're terribly ill when in actuality 
you can’t stop watching “Pretty Little 
Liars” because you need to find out 
who A is. 


2. You watch Netflix during 
the day. 


Not only are you cuddling up on the 
couch at night to watch Netflix, but 
youre also skipping out on a Saturday 
hike to watch television during the day. 
Rather than being a stay at home mom 
who folds laundry while watching 
daytime soap operas, you are simply 
addicted to Netflix. 


3. You have the Netflix app 
on all of your technological 
devices. 


You don’t just have Netflix on 
your television; you have it on your 
iPhone, iPad, laptop, gaming system 
and office computer. You can con- 
tinue to watch your favorite shows 
from any location. 


4. You stay up to absurd 
hours of the night so you can 
watch just “one more epi- 


sode.” 

Your eyes are tired, and feeling 
as if they’re going to fall out of their 
sockets, but there are like 10 seasons 
of Grey’s Anatomy and you haven’t 
even made a dent. Patrick Dempsey is 
so McDreamy that you need to watch 
one more episode, despite the fact that 
it’s 4a.m. 


your own food. 

Your Netflix marathon has gone 
deep into the weekend, and by this 
time, it’s Sunday and you've gone three 
days without washing your hair. The 
pizza boxes are starting to pile up. 


KAREN Sawyer | DalLy 49ER 
As of Jan. 20, there are a total of 39 million subscribers to Netflix in the United States alone. 


6. You avoid studying for 
your exams and don’t do 


your homework. 

You have a paper due on Monday, 
and a huge exam coming up as well. 
It’s true that Netflix can be more enter- 
taining than statistics, but you need to 
push through and get your stuff done! 
You have priorities! 


I understand if you want to have a 
casual and relaxing night on the couch 
with beer, Chinese food in a box and 
some television. However, don’t let 
Netflix strip you of all integrity and 
turn you into a lazy, lying and unfor- 
tunately, smelly human being. Go out 
and be your own cleverly witty sitcom 
by creating your own dramas. 

The beauty of living is that if you 


actually choose to live, you'll never be ; 


confined to one genre. You have the op- 
portunity to experience it all and not just 
virtually. So in short, I think it best not to 
over indulge and “veg out” all the time, no 
matter how comfy your little burrow is. 


Luna Redclay is a junior majoring in 
English. 
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Jeep Super Bowl commercial controversy: intolerance or patriotism? 


Super Bowl Sunday is notorious for 
airing the most comical and sometimes 
controversial commercials to grab the 
audience’s attention. But where is the 
limit? 

Last Sunday’s highly: anticipated 
line-up of commercials during the Su- 
per Bowl certainly disappointed some 
Americans this year. 

Jeep’s “Beautiful Lands” com- 
mercial featuring one of the United 
States’ most popular and patriotic 
songs in history, “This Land is Our 
Land,” took viewers through a tour 
of the world in a Jeep, stopping 
at major landmarks such as the 
Great Wall of China and the Grand 
Canyon. 

Viewers then took to Twitter to ex- 
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press a wide range 
of opinions about 
the commercial, 
including anger 
over the use of a 
two-second shot of 
a Muslim woman 
in a Hijab. 

However, the real issue was the use 
of images from foreign countries in an 
American commercial. 

“I’m not talking about the woman at 
all in the Jeep commercial, I’m talking 
about the foreign lands,” Twitter user 
@FlyOSUBuckeyel said about his 
publicized criticism of the Jeep com- 
mercial. 

Obviously, Jeep was attempting to 
market the company’s global appeal to 


Many Americans were unhappy with the Jeep 
commercial for warping a patriotic song. 


JORDAN ROBINSON 


Contributing Writer 


the 115.3 million Superbowl viewers, 
but Jeep missed the mark by target- 
ing beyond the American audience. 
Besides America, Canada and Mexico, 
only a few million people see the Super 
Bowl in other countries, and most are 
likely to be native U.S. citizens, accord- 
ing to CNN.. 

In recent events, the common theme 
of advertisements has been their failure 
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to consult with 
appropriate target 
markets to gain 
approval. Instead, 
they have been 
releasing inappro- 
priate commer- 
cials that can often 

be offensive and controversial. 

Advertisers do it intentionally 

and release controversial commercials 
just for the sake of being talked about. 
Any press is supposedly good press, 
but when does it cross boundaries and 
become unsettling? 

Nick Salcedo, a third year geography 
student at California State University, 
Long Beach, thought the Jeep commer- 
cial crossed a line. 
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Advertising Manager 
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“The commercial was'a little exces- 
sive showing different nationalities of 
people going through different coun- 
tries,” Salcedo said. “It was kind of 
confusing, and I didn’t know what car 
was being advertised. Bottom line is, 
it’s a car commercial and it just became 
too much.” 

The controversy surrounding the 
Jeep commercial can be understood 
from a patriot’s standpoint, not 
through the bigotry seen in hateful 
posts on social media about the 
global diversity shown in the com- 
mercial. 


Jordan Robinson is a senior major- 
ing in journalism, with an emphasis 
in public relations. 
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10. Announcements 

Follow the 

Summer Camp Counselor! a 

SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE! : Daily 49er on: 

CAMP WAYNE FOR _ — Children’s 

summer camp, Pennsylvania 6/20-8/16. 

If you love children and want a caring, 

fun environment we need staff for the 

summer, Interviews on CSULB campus 2/19. 

215.944.3069 or apply at 

www.campwaynegirls.com 

Email info@campwaynegirls.com Yo T Ty he 


twitter 


wa Follow @49erSports 
on Twitter 


l facebook. 
For all things LBSU 


to www.daily49er.com/sports 
>| Goto 

www.daily49er.com 
for more information 
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In Ndiaye and Young’s ab- 
sence, senior forward Will Da- 
vis had a season-high 22 points, 
16 of which came in the first 
half. Monson said part of Da- 
vis’ big night was how the 49ers 
guarded him, 

“I don’t know that wé did 
a good job, coaching-wise, of 
how we guarded the ball screen 
early,” Monson said. “Trying to 
trap the ball screens left us vul- 
nerable inside. I just thought he 
was more aggressive. We were 
standing behind him and try- 
ing to guard him after he caught 
the ball.” 

The 49ers trailed 34-27 at the 
half after being down as many 
as 14. Senior guard Tyler Lamb 
carried the 49ers for much of 
the game, scoring 4 points 
while going three of six from 
beyond the arc. 

“T think we came out in the 
second half and played well,” 
Lamb said. “We played hard. 
But it takes a full game against 
any team in this conference.” 

LBSU’s comeback was due 
in part to Irvine loosening its 
dominant inside game in the 
second half, instead settling for 
long jumpers. 

. ‘Coach Monson came in at 
half and made everybody real- 
ize what’s at stake,” Lamb said. 
“Even though we already knew 
[what was at stake], I think we 
weren't playing like it in the first 
half. To try to play well for just 
one half against a team like [Ir- 
vine] is not going to work.” 

The 49ers will hit the road 
for the next two games, start- 
ing Thursday night at UC Santa 
Barbara at 7:30 p.m. before fac- 
ing Cal Poly on Saturday night 
at 7 p.m. 


MEN’s VOLLEYBALL 


The 49ers were 
unable to knock 
off consecutive 
top 10 oppo- 
nents at home. 


By Kayce CONTATORE 
Contributing Writer 


The No. 11 Long Beach State men’s 
volleyball team failed to build on its 
upset win against UCLA with a 3-1 loss 
to No. 8 UC Santa Barbara Friday night 
in the Walter Pyramid. 

The 49ers (7-4 overall, 4-4 Mountain 
Pacific Sports Federation) got off to a 
promising start in set one after getting 
a three point lead over the Gauchos (7-6 
overall, 3-5 MPSF) with back-to-back 
aces from junior outside hitter Cody 
Martin. 

The Beach never regained the points 
lead for the rest of the set as UCSB 
logged in a .200 percent hitting average 


LBSU ATHLETICS 


LBSU head coach Kim Sowder (left) watches her team during a 


softball match. . 


Fis 


to LBSU’s -.074 percent, The 49ers had 
10 errors matched against the Gauchos 
five after the first set. 

“We got off to a pretty slow start in 
the match,” LBSU head coach Alan 
Knipe said. “They put a lot of pressure 
on us, and we played super hard.” 

Execution plagued The Beach. 
Missed opportunities and mistakes in 
transitions such as passing, setting and 
hitting made it difficult for the 49ers to 
capitalize on Gaucho mistakes. 

The Gauchos jumped out to an early 
lead in the second set before The Beach 
closed in and kept it close the entire set. 
LBSU never had more than a one-point 
lead until Martin attacked from the 
back row to push the team ahead 22-20. 

UCSB rallied to come within one 


before LBSU junior outside hitter An- 
drew Whitt put it away to take the 
win. 

“We have to do a better job execut- 
ing,” Martin said. “I think we had a 
great team effort, we just had a few 
errors that we need to clean up as a 
team.” 

A slow start in the third set cost the 
49ers the win. Santa Barbara’s senior 
outside hitter Kevin Donohue domi- 
nated, finishing with 20 kills and seven 
errors on 52 swings. Santa Barbara 
head coach Rick McLaughlin said this 
was a win that his team needed. 

“[LBSU] concentrated on not giy- 
ing away runs of points,” McLaugh- 
lin said. “We only gave them one big 


» 


run. 
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LBSU opposite hitter Zach Gates attempts to attack the ball against UCSB defenders on Friday in the Walter Pyra- 
mid. The men’s team lost to USCB in four matches. 


The 49ers ended the night with 51 
kills, but couldn’t overcome the com- 
manding block of the Gauchos’ front 
row. Serving errors on both sides of the 
net kept every set close. Each team trad- 
ed points evenly during the last three 
sets with the score tied 15 times on dif- 
ferent occasions in the second set alone. 

“One thing you learn from playing in 
this league, you have to move past it be- 
cause you're going to be playing a game 
every night against a top ranked team,” 
Knipe said. 

The 49ers will now get set for a 
three-game road trip that starts on Fri- 
day night at Cal State Northridge and 
will continue at BYU for back-to-back 
matches against the Cougars on Feb. 20 
and 21. 


Powering throu oh : 


The LBSU softball team 
flexed offensive talent 
in a successful opening 
tournament. 


By OscAR TERRONES & 
JosH BARAJAS 
Staff Writers 


The Long Beach State softball team 
wrapped up its first tournament of the 
season with a 5-3 loss to Utah in the So- 
Cal Collegiate Classic on Sunday morn- 
ing at the 49er Softball Complex. 

The 49ers (3-2) started the season- 
opening tournament strong, winning 
their first the three games against 
Sacramento State (2-1), Northwestern 
State (0-4) and Utah (2-3) by a com- 
bined score of 16-1. Head coach Kim 
Sowder said was happy with how start- 
ers Amanda Hansen and Christina Cl- 
ermont pitched. 

“If you want anyone to have a good 
day it’s the person in the circle,” Sowder 
said. “They really led the way for our 
team. They made it a little bit easier on 
our defense. I thought we played really 
good defense our first game. We made 
a couple mistakes in the first game, but 
Amanda did such a nice job of getting 
out of it.” 

The 49ers had some success on base 
paths. They created more scoring op- 


portunities with their ability to steal 
bases; they were a perfect four for four 
on stolen base attempts. 

“We try to be aggressive as much as 
we can,” Sowder said. “[I don’t like] get- 
ting the first out at third base, but we'll 
be aggressive, especially with certain 
parts of our lineup. We have a little bit 
more speed.” 

Sophomore right-hander Christina 
Clermont made her 49er debut Friday 
against Sacramento State, pitching five 
shutout innings in the 8-0 win. Sowder 
said Clermont’s fastball was as good as 
when she saw her in fall 2014. 

“She’s got a variety of different pitches 
and can hit all her zones,” Sowder said. 
“She did a really nice job.” 

Clermont said it felt awesome getting 
her first win for LBSU and she was ex- 
cited to be a part of the team. 

“Our team really came out strong,” 
Clermont said. “We were super amped 
for the game. We performed like we 
should’ve and we're all happy with it.” 

Sophomore catcher Lauren Lom- 
bardi said she wasn’t surprised by the 
weekend’s results. She said she was glad 
to see all the team’s hard work pay off 
and come together. 

“We really don’t seem to missing a 
beat,” Lombardi said. “We lost a lot of 
key players from last year, but even the 
freshmen are stepping and it’s awesome 
to see.” 

The 49ers struggled in their last two 


games. They lost 8-7 in extra innings 
against Idaho State (1-4) on a walk-off 
home run by Kristen Williams on Sat- 
urday before dropping Sunday’s finale 
against Utah 5-3. 

“{Utah] really had good pitching,” 
Lombardi said. “I think it just got into 
our heads a little bit. We played really 
well the last couple of days. We need to 
stay level. We can’t get too confident or 
too cocky. We'll come out stronger and 
regroup from this.” 

Sowder said the team’s youth and 
inexperience led to several defensive 
miscues against the Utes. She said the 
team’s mistakes cost them at least three 
runs, which ultimately was the differ- 
ence in the game. 

After Hansen struggled to get batters 
out in the first inning, Sowder made a 
quick pitching change against the Utes. 
Hansen lasted only an inning, giving up 
four hits and two earned runs. Sowder 
said she didn’t feel like it was a good 
matchup for LBSU. 

“I thought they made adjustments 
and we didn’t,” Sowder said. “They 
were kind of on to Amanda. We have 
six pitchers, so we need to find out 
where they are. We're going to need to 
use them. It was an opportunity for us 
to use our bullpen.” 

The 49ers hit the road for their next 
tournament. They head to Las Vegas for 
the Easton Desert Classic, which starts 
on Friday. 


